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January 2009.


During our Christmas break, part of the fixed storage was removed to open up the room giving a bigger space for our babies to play and explore. They quickly learnt how to use the new ramp and are enjoying more freedom! Further improvements are being planned – so watch this space.

This month, the children have thoroughly 

 enjoyed  a wide range  of sensory activities

 which have included crawling through paint

and playing with shredded paper

 – not something to try at home!

 Many of the children were introduced to snow for the first time. They were thrilled to experience ‘sledging’ in a sand tray down the slope in their garden – something enjoyed by the staff too!

We have welcomed several new children into the green cabin from the red. They are settling well and have enjoyed role-play activities with the staff. In December, they planted an Amaryllis bulb and have enjoyed looking after it  and watching it grow. 


The start of this month brought great excitement with the arrival of the snow. The children enjoyed making snowmen in the garden and investigating what they could do with the ice that had formed in buckets and trays.

A popular theme chosen by Connor and Daniel this month was ‘Pirates’. The children rose

to the challenge of designing and making swords, treasure maps, hats, telescopes and weighing bags of treasure. 

	Snow.

The arrival of the snow caused a few problems to our usual weekly routine. I would like to thank those parents who had to collect their children at 3pm on the Wednesday for their understanding and support. It is the first time in 9 years that we have had to take this course of action .

Staff went to extraordinary lengths to get into work and keep the Nursery open, so a huge thanks to them.




	        Welcome!

We are delighted to welcome 9 new children to the nursery:

Molly, Clayton, Jamie and Tom who join the red cabin

 and 

Thomas and Zemyna who join the green cabin

and

Daisy, Harrison and  Arjay who join the pre-school 

We hope that they settle quickly and enjoy their days with us. 
	
	Parent Questionnaire

Thank you to all those parents who returned their questionnaires in December. We greatly value your opinion and comments and are now addressing some of the queries you have raised.

This month, we are providing clarification regarding our catering and menus for your information.




	Food, glorious food!

In August 2009, Beatrice Alford joined our team. She is a qualified chef with 15 years experience and has 2 young daughters so knows how difficult it can be to get children to eat a balanced diet.

The 3 week rota of menus was re-written in October and Beatrice prepares all of the food using fresh ingredients including  sauces for pasta, casseroles etc. No convenience foods or jars  are used.  The children have enjoyed new dishes and ‘old favourites’ and we look forward to the new spring menus from March.

If you would like a copy of our menus, please ask at reception. Beatrice is very happy to meet parents to discuss dietary requirements and answer any questions. 


	And finally….

Since June 2009, we have been working with a design company based in London to re-brand our 3 nurseries. – Little Shipmates, Sunrise (based at Southampton City College) and Starfish ( in Fareham).

Senior staff in all 3 settings have been involved in the process and it has been a very valuable experience. The result is that over the next few weeks, you will notice major changes to the way we look,  which we hope you and the children will like.

The nurseries are all keeping their own name and identity but are being re-branded with new logos, colour schemes, staff uniforms, signage and a new advertising campaign.

 


